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One of the most important actions to protect orcas is to promote land-based whale watching that is popular worldwide.  
Lifeforceôs Orca Trails was created in the 90s. We report to Park Managers when the orcas will pass by marine parks. 
One such location is Lighthouse Marine Park in Point Roberts where orcas will pass by as close as 50 feet off the beach. 
Orcas are often present during some mornings, afternoons and sunsets.  

Wednesday August 5th ï Orcas breaching off Tsawassen Ferry Dock heading north. 

Friday August 7
th
 ï Orcas headed to Fraser and later could be heard passing the park at 10:20 PM. 

Friday August 14
th
 ï At 1430 orcas were off the park heading south. They came out of Active Pass and did not head up to 

the Fraser River. During my studies I have seen this occur when pods are travelling. Ks were most often the ones heading 
east. 

Saturday August 15
th
 the orcas were in Haro Strait but on Sunday August 16

th
 they were back off the park at 4:30 PM and 

heading south. They were quite spread out in small groups. There were a number of pleasure boats that Lifeforce advise 
how to respectfully watch orcas. Later in the evening one Canadian whale watch company drove recklessly over orcas 
and motored within 100 feet. Photos were taken and submitted to authorities. 

Monday August 17
th
 ï Orcas were off the park at sunset heading South. They later turned and headed north. 

Tuesday August 18
th
 ï Orcas were off the park at 2:00 PM heading south. 

Wednesday August 19
th
 ï At 5:00 PM some Ls and what looked like Raggedy K40 (I have seen her many times over the 

years swimming with those L males) were heading North from East Point to Point Roberts. They stopped many times 
along the way to play and socialize.  L78 had a fresh wound about the shape of a 12 inch ruler below the two ñrakesò that 
were previously reported. Another male had two maybe three long thin marks that went nearly right across the dorsal fin. 
The orcas were off the park at sunset. 

Thursday August 20
th
 ï At 7:15 PM the orcas were once again off the park and headed South. 

Friday August 21
st
 ï Orcas were off the park at 9:15 AM heading south. One anxious group of camp kids had 

unforgettable memories watching approx 25 orcas. They were packing up to go home when Lifeforce told them ñWhales 
are coming!ò. Some were breaching and some just 25 feet off the beach. 

On Saturday August 22 the ñResidentò orcas passed Jordan River on the Southern tip of Vancouver Island heading to the 
Pacific Ocean. 

Note: 

It was sad to read the August 24
th
 Orca Network report by a whale watch company looking for orcas in ñthick fogò. Since 

orcas can be hit there should be no such orca searches in fog and storms. In order to help people make their voices heard 
during the public comment period re: boat traffic Lifeforce has a new video. ñSTOP THE ORCA CRUELTYò. See update 
below. 



 

Aug 25 ï Orcas breaching off the park at 2:35 PM. 

Aug 26 ï  Orcas headed past in morn and returned at 5:15 PM Orcas off park. They spent a long time foraging in area 

probably because there were no whale watch companies present. Lifeforce wants a No Go Zone around Point Roberts 

shoreline to keep whale watch companies out of the orcasô critical habitat for foraging. 

Aug 27 ï  Orcas headed out of Active Pass en route to the Fraser River and Point Grey area. In this area there is seldom 

any government enforcement to protect orcas from whale watch companies and others. There were many violations. One 

example below is the Vancouver Whale Watch boat motoring well within the 100 meter guideline. 

                                

                                                                     Orca breaches approaching Fraser River. 

                                         

August 28 ς Orcas at Fraser River still feeding on those salmon. 

More Wildlife at the Point 

Other wildlife of interest includes deer reports, raccoons, Ring-necked Pheasants, and Cooperôs  Hawk. And they werenôt 
wolves but some hot dogs were chilling out in a convertible.  



Locals have said that there has been a buck, a doe and two young deer spotted in various areas of the Point.  Raccoons 
are also found on the Point. ñCoonsò are native to North America. Escapes and introductions during the mid-20

th
 century 

spread their range across Europe and Japan. Fortunately for Point pheasants it is not pheasant under glass but they are 
under shrubs, trees and storage sheds. A male flew into the new storage business on Gulf Road and a female was on 
Marine Drive at the campground. BC populations have declined by 90% in the last 30 thirty years. An immature Cooperôs 
Hawk has been seen by the camp ground. They ambush prey from hidden perch and also search in flight. During the heat 
wave some cool dogs were seen at TJôs restaurant in a red VW convertible. The dog is descended from the wolf. They 
were probably the first animal to be domesticated around 15,000 years ago. Perhaps these canines trained their driver to 
fetch dinner? 
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