
July 2009 Wildlife Report 

On July 3rd Lifeforce spotted the Southern Community orcas off the Westshore Terminals (Tsawassen) 

heading towards the Lighthouse Marine Park in Point Roberts. J pod was travelling through with no 

stops or activities such as breaches. Harbour porpoises were also present.  

The July 4th US ƭƻƴƎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ tƻƛƴǘ wƻōŜǊǘǎΩ ŦŜǎtivities. Many 

visitors commented on the Lifeforce nature photos that we sell. 

 The Barn Swallow chicks hatched on July 4th in the park. One of the three eggs was found broken on the 

ground. Perhaps by it was human tampering.  As you can see an egg is about the size of a Canadian 

loonie. 

                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

On July 5th the orcas past Point Roberts at approx. 9:30 am. A Vancouver Watch Watch boat sped in and 

blocked the pathway way. This is against WA State  legislation. 

                                       

A child watches in awe as orcas pass the park. 

                                          

 

Nine Black Oystercatchers were on shore feeding. Previously a photographer was with her boyfriend and 

L ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ά{ƻƳŜ .ƭŀŎƪ Oystercatchers ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘΦέ IŜ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ άL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ 

ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎŀǘŎƘ ƻȅǎǘŜǊǎ ƘŜǊŜΦέ 



                                   

Later on July 5th, Lifeforce had the opportunity to view monitoring efforts in both Canadian and 

American waters. DFO, Straitwatch (a NGO) and Lifeforce were all present off East Point, Saturna. Since 

there were orcas in Haro Strait many companies had gone to them. Once past East Point it started to get 

busy as the orcas spread out across Boundary Pass heading south. Straitwatch assisted with a sail boat 

fire and Lifeforce proceeded with the boat traffic to continue boat monitoring. DFO had left the scene 

and WDFW came on scene. 

                       

In spite of the presence of the Washing Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW)  some whale watch 

companies flagrantly violated state legislation by blocking the pathway and not providing a minimum 

100 yards clearance for passing orcas. Lifeforce took a series of photographs and forwarded the 

evidence to WDFW. (Note: An article in the San Juan Journal said that WDFW laid three fines in 2008 

and one, so far, in 2009. In 2008 two of the fines were a result of Lifeforce investigation photos.) 



 

 

 



 

On July 6th all Resident pods were in the Strait of Juan de Fuca after heading west yesterday. I got some 

good close-ups of Harlequin Ducks on the shore and in the surf. 

                                    

On July 11th there was a most unusal creature in Georgia Strait. At first it looked like a seal splashing 

about with a salmon by a sail boat. Then it happenned again by the same boat. I wondered if they were 

feeding a seal  - that is illegal. Upon closer inspection it turned out to be a homo sapian swimming 

accross the strait. 


